The Legend of the Blue Lady

A Marionette Opera for Children
in Two Acts

Composed by
Tom Armitage

to a libretto by
Malcolm Galea

Soprano
Mezzo-Soprano
Acting Baritone
Children’s Chorus (Woodland Creatures, Stars)

String Quartet

© Tom Armitage 2018
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By Tom Armitage
to a libretto by Malcolm Galea
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Introduction
This opera in two acts was written for three singers using marionettes® and a
children’s chorus (optionally using marionettes), funded by Kreattiv - Arts Council
Malta. The composition of the opera was finished on 09/03/18 and scheduled for
performance on 11/05/18 in the theatre of Chiswick House School, Kappara, Malta.

Instrumentation
Soprano
Mezzo-Soprano
Acting Baritone
Children’s Chorus (Woodland Creatures, Stars)
String Quartet

Characters

Singer 1 (Soprano) - Annabelle, a young, wealthy, unmarried
French noblewoman

Singer 2 (Mezzo-Soprano) Madame Marie, Annabelle’s mother
- Captain de la Cerda, an effeminate Spanish
Knight

- Pina, the Verdala Palace cleaner

Singer 3 (Acting Baritone)

Charles, a common mandolin player

- Grandmaster de Rohan, Grandmaster of the
Knights of Malta, Brother to Madame Marie
and Uncle to Annabelle.

Children’s Chorus - Woodland Creatures

- Stars

Premiere Cast: Francesca Aquilina, Clare Ghigo, Jeremy Grech, Children’s Chorus
from Chiswick House School, Malta Youth Orchestra String Quartet.
Direction: Lorraine Aquilina / Musical Direction: Tom Armitage

*Marionettes are optional for performances.



Synopsis
Act 1

Annabelle and her mother, Madame Marie are sailing to Malta to escape the French
Revolution. They are to live with Marie’s brother, Grandmaster de Rohan -
Grandmaster of the Knights of Malta. On arriving at the harbour, Annabelle meets
Charles, a common mandolin player. Madame Marie scorns at her daughter’s
introduction to such a lowly commoner.

At the Grandmaster’'s palace, Grandmaster de Rohan is talking with the wealthy
Spanish knight, Captain De La Cerda. Rohan is poor because of the expensive
revolution in France, so he makes a deal with De La Cerda who will wed Rohan’s
niece, Annabelle in exchange for Spanish lands. De La Cerda will attain nobility in
return and is not actually interested in Annabelle for any other reason. Annabelle and
Marie arrive at the palace in time to learn of this plan. She refuses the proposition and
is locked up in Verdala Palace until she changes her mind.

In Verdala Palace, Annabelle meets Pina, the palace cleaner who instantly takes a
disliking to her presence there. Charles discovers that Annabelle has been locked up
and comes to sing to her at her window. Together, they explore the palace gardens and
come into contact with the various woodland creatures that live there. Anna may be
locked up but she suddenly feels happy again.

Act 2

After a whole summer locked in Verdala Palace, Annabelle still refuses to marry
Captain De La Cerda. She plans with Charles to escape together but Pina overhears
their plan. A few nights later, when Charles comes to rescue Annabelle, he is
ambushed by De La Cerda. De La Cerda tells Annabelle that he paid Charles off and
that she now has no choice but to marry him. Devastated by Charles’ betrayal, she
dies of a broken heart.

Rohan and De La Cerda gather at Verdala Palace on the day of the wedding to collect
Annabelle. They dance a wedding dance and toast the arrangement. Madame Marie
enters in a panic and announces that Annabelle has died from the resulting heartache.

The story ends with Annabelle’s ghost flying free to meet Charles’ ghost. He tells her
that he was never bought off but that he was conveniently disposed of by De La Cerda.
The stars sing to them as they are finally free to be together in the next life.

*The libretto is based on the story of the Blue Lady who haunts Verdala Palace in
Malta and is adapted for children. The story goes that after she was locked away for
refusing to marry someone she did not love, she jumped to her death from the palace
window. She was wearing a blue dress at the time and can still be seen walking around
the palace in the same blue dress.






Act 1
Scene 1
On a ship at sea off the coast of Malta

Tom Armitage (March 2018)

Bubbling with Excitement (J= 150) Libretto by Malcolm Galea
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Act 1
Scene 2
A Harbour in Malta
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I would like to make a deal with you.
I know you harbour much ambition, So hear my little proposition.
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Come on through! So what think you?
I do believe she’ll do.
Uncle... We’re here on your island, Uncle.
You will refer to your uncle as ‘your Grace’. It seems to me she still must learn her place.
Welcome to Malta dear Anna, I daresay you got here just in time. This is young Captain
De La Cerda; He’s valiant, brave, and strong and in his prime.
Pleased to meet you...
He’s stylish, smart, and wealthy too. And, what’s more, he has a little question for you...
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My dear niece, this is not a question that you can refuse;
A husband is not someone you have the luxury to choose.
I say no to you.
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But there’s a way to make her change her mind...
pun-ish-ment will

Men like us are not to be declined.
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Rohan: It seems my darling niece has much to learn,
Rohan: (coughs) How dare she such a gracious offer spurn?

Cerda: I’ve never been more insulted in my life.
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Verdala Palace Garden
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