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Arthur Rimbaud said the words, ‘Je est un autre’, meaning that the inner-self is something 

undefined and foreign.  

In this piece—a setting of Rimbaud’s poem Antique—the Classical image of beauty, 

expressed through the static imagery of the hermaphroditic faun, is twisted into a modernist 

figure of grotesqueness, as the creature comes to life. 
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ANTIQUE 

Arthur Rimbaud

Gracieux fils de Pan! Autour de ton front couronné de fleurettes et de baies tes yeux, des boules précieuses, remuent. 

Tachées de lies brunes, tes joues se creusent. Tes crocs luisent. Ta poitrine ressemble à une cithare, des tintements 

circulent dans tes bras blonds. Ton coeur bat dans ce ventre òu dort le double sexe. Promène-toi la nuit, en mouvant 

doucement cette cuisse, cette seconde cuisse et cette jambe de gauche. 

- - -

Graceful son of Pan! Around your forehead crowned with little flowers and laurel, your eyes, those precious balls, revolve.  

Stained with wine dregs, your cheeks grow hollow. Your fangs gleam. Your chest is like a lyre, tinklings course through 

your blonde arms. Your heart beats in the belly where the double sex sleeps. Walk around at night,  gently moving this 

thigh, this second thigh and this left leg. 

(Translation by Rosanna Warren)

Je est un autre was commissioned by POW Ensemble and 'EuroPride Valletta 2023'. 
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