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Midnight at Frankie’s 

Music and Words by Tom Armitage 

Synopsis 

In a world of struggle and sacrifice, single mother Amelia fights to keep her sick daughter 
alive. Balancing her exhausting job at Frankie’s Jazz Club and caring for her ailing child, 

Amelia faces her ex-boyfriend’s harassment and the threat of eviction. Under the weight of 
her mounting debts and a dangerous proposition, Amelia’s resilience is put to the test. Will 

Amelia defy the odds and reclaim her strength? 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Roles 

Amelia   ______________________________     Soprano 

Frankie   ______________________________       Mezzo 

Max Blackwell  ______________________________  Mezzo/Baritone 

Marjorie Whitwell  ______________________________       Mezzo 

Baby     ______________________________     Soprano 

Scenes  

Amelia’s Flat  
Amelia’s Flat - Outside on the Street  

Frankie’s Jazz Club - Kitchen 
Frankie’s Jazz Club - The Stage  

A City Centre Canal 



Characters 

Amelia  
A single mother struggling to get by. By day, she cares for her young, sick daughter, Baby. 

By night, she works in the kitchen of Frankie’s seedy jazz club to earn enough money to pay 
the rent. 

Frankie  
The untamed and dynamic proprietress of Frankie’s Jazz Club and a talented jazz singer. 

Max Blackwell  
Drug dealer, loan shark, and ex-boyfriend to Amelia. 

Marjorie Whitwell  
Amelia’s elderly landlady, who is dying of cancer. 

Baby  
Young daughter of Amelia. She has suffered with a mystery sickness all her life, which often 

keeps her bed bound. 

‘Midnight at Frankie’s’ was commission by the School of Performing Arts, Malta for the 
SOPA Vocal Ensemble and received its premiere in Malta in March 2024.  

The performance was directed by Lorraine Aquilina with the composer at the piano.  

This opera is dedicated to SOPA and the singers of the SOPA Vocal Ensemble, who gave the 
first performance, who are, in order of role, Daphne Camilleri, Maria Krista Tabone 

Bartolo, May Bredahl, Martina Borg, and Hanna Felice. 

© Tom Armitage 2023 
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AMELIA'S FLAT

A small, dishevelled flat with a bed, a chair beside it, and a clock on the wall. BABY is in the bed 

struggling with her sickness. She cannot breathe. AMELIA is tending to BABY. 
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MIDNIGHT AT FRANKIE'S

An Opera in One Act
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FRANKIE'S JAZZ CLUB - KITCHEN

A clock strikes midnight and AMELIA arrives at FRANKIE's Jazz Club, where she works as a dishwasher. 

She is noticeably exausted and works slowly.
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Hey,
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Menacing

(q=60)
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Amelia

Blackwell

Well,

f

things aren't so great, and you're

Poco meno mosso
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Blackwell

Thanks
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to you!

(q=40)
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Blackwell

I loved you, I cared for you... and the kid! I e ven-
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gave you that loan when you had no mo ney- for both the me di- cine-
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Amelia

Blackwell

back with in terest!- -
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please! I
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just need you to
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(q=40)
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Amelia

Blackwell

I

f

don't trust a word you say, Black well.-

(q=60)

74

do one thing for me. But
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it's so

(q=60)

Blackwell

ea sy!- You just need to help me, help me, help mepush some gear
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get- it!
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out there, out there in the club.
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FRANKIE'S JAZZ CLUB - KITCHEN

A clock strikes midnight. AMELIA enters to start her shift.
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Amelia

Blackwell

Pno.

Leave,

f

Black well!-

A tempo
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be back.
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me- li- a!- Cleanglas ses,- now!-
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Amelia

Frankie

Pno.

It's my ex boy friend.- He just won't leave mein peace.
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Wher ev- er- I go, He's al ways- there!

In time (q=90)
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Frankie

Pno.

I'll

mp

help you, I'll de fend- you, When you're in your hour of need; I'll pro -

Assuringly (q=50)

42

p

Amelia

Frankie

Pno.

I

f
47

tect you, I'll sup port- you, I will be your friend, in deed.-
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don't want to drag my worries Through your door for you to solve; Bit ter- tales
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Amelia

Frankie

Pno.

and haunt ing- stor ies,- You

mf

should n't- have to get

p

(q=60)molto rall. 
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Frankie
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n't- have to get in volved.
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And, to you, I'll be your teth er.-
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Spiritedly (q=100)
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Frankie
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They

f

think they own us, just
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be cause- they think they're men; Well,
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FRANKIE and AMELIA hug. Exit AMELIA.

S

repeat ad lib. until ready.

m.g.

FRANKIE steps downstage into a spotlight.
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FRANKIE'S JAZZ CLUB - THE STAGE

A darkened stage with a spotlight. Enter FRANKIE.
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AMELIA'S FLAT - OUTSIDE ON THE STREET
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hours, we were ter ri- bly- in love; Weeks turned to months, and
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months turned to years; Words turned to in sults,- and hugs turned to
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fists broke me down till I had no thing- left, And

114

cresc.

Whitwell

Pno.

with one fi nal- push, I was dri ven- out the door. I

f

wan der'd- the streets, of my

120

sub. p

&

&
b

b

b b

b

?

b
b

&

#

?

&

&

# b

b
#

n
b n

#

?

&

3

&

#
b

n

b

b
n

3

b

?

&

3

&

b

b b

b

b

b
b b

b

n

3

?

6

6

˙b
œ

œ
œb

œ
œ

œ

˙b

Ó Œ

œ
œ

œ

˙ ™ œ

˙

˙

˙

œ

˙

˙

œ
œ

˙

œ
œ

˙

œ

w
˙

˙
˙

˙

˙

˙
˙

n

Œ
œ

œ

˙
œ

w

˙

˙

˙

˙n

˙

˙b

˙

˙
˙

˙

˙

˙b

#

˙

˙

b

˙

˙

#
˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙#

˙

˙n

œ
œ

œ
œ#

˙

Ó Œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ

Œ

œ#
œ

˙
œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œ

˙

˙

œ#
w

˙

˙

˙

˙

b

b
˙

˙b

Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙
œ

œ
œn

˙

˙
œ

œ
œ
œn

˙

˙

˙
˙

œ

˙

˙

˙n

˙

˙

˙

b

n

œ

˙

˙

˙

#

˙

˙#

#
˙

˙

˙

˙

b

b
˙

˙

˙

˙#

#
˙

˙

˙

˙b

b

˙

˙

˙

˙b

b

˙

Ó Ó Œ

œ ˙ œ œ ˙# œ œ
˙

˙b
˙

˙b
œ œ

w

˙
˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

n

w

˙
˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

n

n

˙

˙

˙

n

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙#

# ˙

˙

˙
˙
˙

˙

˙

˙b
˙
˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙#

# ˙

˙b

b
˙

˙

w

wb

b

w

w

w

w#

#
˙

˙

™

™

œ

œn

n

œ œ
œb
œ

˙ œ œ

œb
œb

œ
œb

˙b
œ

œ ˙ ˙ ˙ ˙ œ œ

˙

˙
˙

œ

˙

˙
˙

œ
˙

˙

˙
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

œb
œ

˙

˙

˙

œb

˙

˙

˙

w

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

˙

b

b ˙

˙
˙

˙

b

n
˙

˙

˙
˙

b

n

˙
˙

˙

˙

n

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

#

#

w

w

w

w

˙

˙b

b ˙

˙n

n
w

w

œ

œb

b

œ

œ#

#
œ

œn

n œ

œ#

#
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

#
œ

œ

œ

œ#

#
œ

œ

œ

œ#

#
œ

œ

8



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Whitwell

Pno.

sen ses- be reft.- Sleep ing- un der- a bridge with the sick and the poor.
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But then fate cast a light, and it led me to help. And I built my self- up, stand ing-
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laugh ter,- and shel ter,- and good food to eat.
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So do the right thing, my dear, fate will be
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kind. Take ac tion,- don't be a fraid.-
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Kick my son to the curb, free your self- from this bind.
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and turns around 

suddenly.)

.

>

.

>

.

>

>

.

>

6

6

?#

#

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

&

#

#

(Spoken:) Who’s there? 

Who’s following me?

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

#
∑

(Spoken:) I want my money, Amelia. You let the police take a lot of gear.

∑ ∑ ∑

?#

#

.
>

.
>

-
>

&

.

>

.

>

-

>

.

>

.

>

-

>

-

>

-

>

-

>
.

>

-

>

?#

#

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

œb œ

J

œ

J

œ œ

J
œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ œ œ

Ó

œ

œ

œ

n
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

n

œ

œ
œ

œb

n

œ

œ
œ

œb

n
Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ#

œn

œn

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

œn

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

œn

œ

œ

œ

n œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

‰

œ

œ

œn

J

‰

œ

œ

œ

J

‰

œ

œ

œ
™
™

™

‰

œ

œ

œ

n

j
‰

œ

œ

œ

j
‰

œ

œ

œ

b

b

œ

œ

œn

n

j
‰

œ

œ

œ

n

j
‰

œ

œ

œ

b

b œ

œ

œ#

n

n

œ

œ

œn

b

b

j

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

n

˙

˙

˙n

™

™
™

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

3



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Amelia

Blackwell

Pno.

36

p f mp

Amelia

Blackwell

Pno.

42

f cresc.

sfz p

Blackwell

Pno.

As

mf

I hold you here a bove- the cold wa ters,- I

f

47

cresc.

3

4

3

4

3

4

3

4

&

#

#
∑

That wasn’t my fault, Blackwell!

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

#
∑ ∑ ∑

So where are you going, Amelia? ...

∑ ∑ ∑

&

#

#

3 3

3

3 3

3

3 3

3

?#

#

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

>

.

> .

>

.

>

.

> .

>

&

#

#
∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

(BLACKWELL grabs 

AMELIA by the throat 

and holds her on the 

edge of the canal.)

b

b

b

b

∑

&

#

#

...Not the police station, I hope?

∑ ∑ ∑

Whatever it takes to get you out of my life!

∑ b

b

b

b

∑

&

#

#
b

b

b

b

>

3

œ

œ

œ

œ

#

n

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

#

n

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

?#

#

>

>
>

> >
>

>

#

#

>
>

b

b

b

b

>

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ#

œ

œ#

œ

œ#

œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

&

b

b

b

b

∑

U

&

b

b

b

b

U

˙

˙

˙

˙
™
™
™
™ ˙

˙

˙

˙
™
™
™
™ ˙

˙
™

™
˙

˙ ™

™ ˙

˙

b

™

™ ˙

˙

˙

b

n

œ

œ

œ

n ˙
˙

˙

˙
™
™
™
™

?

b

b

b

b

U

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

˙

˙

˙

™
™

™

˙

˙

˙

™

™
™

˙

˙

˙

b ™
™

™

˙

˙

˙

n

b

œ

œ

œ

n
˙

˙

˙

™

™

™

œ

œ

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

n

n

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

n

n

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

#

#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

n

n

œb

œ

œ

œ

œ#

œb

œ

œ

˙

˙

˙

˙

n

b

™
™

™
™

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

n

œ

œ

œ#

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

n

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

b

n

œ

œ

œ

n
œ

œ
œn

n

b
œ

œ

œn

b œ

œ

œ#

n

œ

œ

œn

b œ

œ

œ

n œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ#

#
œ

œ
œ

œ

n

b

œ

œ

#

n

œ

œn

Œ

œ

œ#

#

‰ œ

œ ™

™

œ

œ

œ

œ

Œ

˙

˙

™

™
œ

œ

œ

Œ Œ

Œ
œ œ ˙ œ

˙ œ œ
œ

œb œ œb œn
Œ

˙

4



°

¢

{

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Blackwell

Pno.

re a- lise- it will be far ea si- er- to get you out of my life!

54

fp

cresc.

Pno.

ff

58

Amelia

Blackwell

Pno.

I

mf

see no

A tempo

62

With

mf

my hand wrapped tight ly-

p mf

A tempo

sim.

Amelia

Blackwell

Pno.

hope, he grips me tight.

65

a round- your throat, I'll hold you far from

sfz

sim.

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

4

&

b

b

b

b

3 3

-
>

-
>

&

b

b

b

b

>

-

˙

˙

˙
™

™
™

˙

˙

˙
˙

™

™
™
™

˙

˙

˙

n

#
™
™
™

?

b

b

b

b

˙

˙

™

™

˙

˙

™

™

˙

˙n

n
™

™

&

b

b

b

b

-

b

-

-

n

#

n

-
-

ritenuto

-

#

?

b

b

b

b

-
-

-

#

&

#

∑ ∑

&

#

∑

3 3

&

#

3

3

?#

3 3 3 3 3
3

3 3

&

#

∑ ∑

&

#

3

3

&

#

>

3
3

3

?#

œ

J

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j œ

œ# ™ œ

j œn

œn

Œ

�

œ

œ

œ

j

œ

œ

œ

œn

n ˙

˙

˙

˙

n

˙ ™

˙
™

œ

œ

œ

œn

˙

˙

˙

˙
œ

œ

œ

œ
˙

˙

˙

œn

œ
œ

œ

œ#

b

n

œ

œ

œ

œ
œ

n

n

n

œ

œ

œ

œ

b

œ

œ

œ

œ
œn

n

n

# œ
œ

œ

œn

n

#

#

œ

œ

œ

œ
œn

n

n

˙ ™

˙
™

˙ ™

˙
™

œ

œ#

# œ

œn

n
œ

œ

œ

œ#

#
˙

˙n

n

Ó ‰ œ

J

œ

J

œ

J

Ó

œ
œ

œ œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

w

w Ó

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œb

œb

œ

œ

œn

œ
œn

œn

œb

œb

œn

œn

œb

œb

œ

œ

œn

œ

œ

J œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œn

Œ

œ

œb
œ

œ

œ

Œ ‰

œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ

œ

œ œ

œ

œb

œ

œ

œ

n

b

œ
œ
œ

œn

#

#
#

w

w

#

Ó

œ

œ

œ

n
œ

œ

œ

n

œ

œ

œ

Œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

Œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

œn

œb

œb

œn

œn

œb

œb

œ

œ

œn

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œn

œn

œ

œn

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

5



°

¢

{

°

¢

{

°

¢

{

Amelia

Blackwell

Pno.

This

f

is n't- how it's sup posed- to end.

68

the police sta tion.-
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Who will care for Ba by- if I'm not here?
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joy to watch you cry, And to play the main role in
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(AMELIA and FRANKIE hug.)

AMELIA: Frankie, how did you find me? How did you escape from custody?

FRANKIE: I was released. An anonymous phone call proved my innocence.

AMELIA: An anonymous phone call? From who?

FRANKIE: The one responsible, of course. A confessor.

AMELIA: What?! Blackwell?

FRANKIE: No, but she gave his name, as well as her own—the real ring leader.

AMELIA: She? The mastermind? Who?

FRANKIE: Marjorie Whitwell.

AMELIA: Ms. Whitwell? My landlady?

FRANKIE: It was her, Amelia. She tried to bring down my empire, and now she will 

suffer the consequences.

AMELIA: But Frankie, it cannot be right!

FRANKIE: It must be right. Now, let’s get out of here. Separate directions. We were 

never here and we must never speak of this again. Understood?

AMELIA and FRANKIE exit stage-left and stage-right.

n n n
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repeat ad lib. until ready.
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Must
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you go to work so soon?
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AMELIA'S FLAT

AMELIA is sat by BABY's bedside.

Scene 8

?

b

b

b

b

b

b

&

b

b

b

b

b

b

?

b

b

b

b

b

b

&

b

b

b

b

b

b
∑ ∑

(AMELIA holds out an 

arm to support BABY)
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(Spoken:)

I feel weak, Mama, 

but I can do it!

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

No, Mama. I can do 

it by myself!

∑ ∑

You are strong, Baby. 

You can do it.
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Ms. Whitwell’s grace can only last a month.
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Was it real ly- her, Ma ma?- Was she real ly- the mas ter- mind?-
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I don't think there's a ny- wo man- as strong as you, Ma ma.-
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I don’t believe so, Baby. Strong women make tough sacrifices — even at the expense of themselves.
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Strong women must fight together, 

for the sake of all womankind.
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You already are, dear Baby. You already are. 

Now, come back to bed. It’s time to sleep.

∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

(AMELIA helps BABY

back into bed.)
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dream ing- of green grass and fresh air, Andwarm sun shine- gleam ing.-
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still, Let your self- be still;
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I'll sleep tight, dear Ma ma,- Let your thoughts be still.
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I'll be here when you wake up,
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I'll be
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I pro mise- I will.
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here when you get home, I pro mise- I will.
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(BABY closes her eyes to sleep. AMELIA kisses her head and tucks her in.)
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