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Midnight at Frankie’s

Music and Words by Tom Armitage

Synopsis

In a world of struggle and sacrifice, single mother Amelia fights to keep her sick daughter
alive. Balancing her exhausting job at Frankie’s Jazz Club and caring for her ailing child,
Amelia faces her ex-boyfriend’s harassment and the threat of eviction. Under the weight of
her mounting debts and a dangerous proposition, Amelia’s resilience is put to the test. Will
Amelia defy the odds and reclaim her strength?

Duration: 60 minutes

Roles
Amelia Soprano
Frankie Mezzo
Max Blackwell Mezzo/Baritone
Marjorie Whitwell Mezzo
Baby Soprano

Scenes

Amelia’s Flat
Amelia’s Flat - Outside on the Street
Frankie’s Jazz Club - Kitchen
Frankie’s Jazz Club - The Stage
A City Centre Canal



Characters

Amelia
A single mother struggling to get by. By day, she cares for her young, sick daughter, Baby.
By night, she works in the kitchen of Frankie’s seedy jazz club to earn enough money to pay

the rent.

Frankie
The untamed and dynamic proprietress of Frankie’s Jazz Club and a talented jazz singer.

Max Blackwell
Drug dealer, loan shark, and ex-boyfriend to Amelia.

Marjorie Whitwell
Amelia’s elderly landlady, who is dying of cancer.

Baby
Young daughter of Amelia. She has suffered with a mystery sickness all her life, which often
keeps her bed bound.

‘Midnight at Frankies’ was commission by the School of Performing Arts, Malta for the
SOPA Vocal Ensemble and received its premiere in Malta in March 2024.

The performance was directed by Lorraine Aquilina with the composer at the piano.

This opera is dedicated to SOPA and the singers of the SOPA Vocal Ensemble, who gave the

first performance, who are, in order of role, Daphne Camilleri, Maria Krista Tabone
Bartolo, May Bredahl, Martina Borg, and Hanna Felice.

© Tom Armitage 2023



MIDNIGHT AT FRANKIE'S

An Opera in One Act

Prologue

AMELIA'S FLAT

A small, dishevelled flat with a bed, a chair beside it, and a clock on the wall. BABY is in the bed
struggling with her sickness. She cannot breathe. AMELIA 1is tending to BABY.

Tom Armitage
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BABY'S breathing becomes less laboured. She tries to stand up with AMELIA’s assistance.
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BABY manages a few steps before her legs become weak.
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Overture

A clock strikes midnight. Over the music, a scene plays out where AMELIA goes to work at FRANKIE'S
Jazz Club, where she washes glasses in the kitchen. She then comes home and tends to BABY.
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AMELIA sits by BABY's bedside.
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Scene 1

FRANKIE'S JAZZ CLUB - KITCHEN

A clock strikes midnight and AMELIA arrives at FRANKIE's Jazz Club, where she works as a dishwasher.

She 1s noticeably exausted and works slowly.
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Scene 2
AMELIA'S FLAT

BABY 1is asleep in her bed. AMELIA enters and sits by her bedside.
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Scene 3

FRANKIE'S JAZZ CLUB - KITCHEN

A clock strikes midnight. AMELIA enters to start her shift.
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Scene 4

AMELIA'S FLAT - OUTSIDE ONTHE STREET

AMELIA arrives home from work. She puts the key in the lock.
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Scene 5

FRANKIE'S JAZZ CLUB - THE STAGE

A darkened stage with a spotlight. Enter FRANKIE.
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Scene 6
AMELIA'S FLAT - OUTSIDE ONTHE STREET

Dark; Grim (J=70)
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© (SPOKEN:)
An old boyfriend—a terrible man. I fear I’ve let him drag me into a life of crime.
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(SPOKEN:) We all need a helping hand sometimes, Amelia. Never pass it up, and don’t waste this opportunity.
Be rid of him for good, Amelia. Go to the police. Do the right thing.
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A CITY CENTRE CANAL
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(Enter FRANKIE, watching the assault from the shadows.)
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(FRANKIE runs at BLACKWELL
and breaks his hold on AMELIA.)
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Frankie

(AMELIA and FRANKIE push BLACKWELL into the canal, where he meets his end.)
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AMELIA:

AMELIA:

AMELIA:

AMELIA:

AMELIA:

AMELIA:

FRANKIE:

FRANKIE:

FRANKIE:

FRANKIE:

FRANKIE:

FRANKIE:

(AMELIA and FRANKIE hug.)

Frankie, how did you find me? How did you escape from custody?
I was released. An anonymous phone call proved my innocence.
An anonymous phone call? From who?

The one responsible, of course. A confessor.

What?! Blackwell?

No, but she gave his name, as well as her own—the real ring leader.
She? The mastermind? Who?

Marjorie Whitwell.

Ms. Whitwell? My landlady?

It was her, Amelia. She tried to bring down my empire, and now she will
suffer the consequences.

But Frankie, it cannot be right!

It must be right. Now, let’s get out of here. Separate directions. We were
never here and we must never speak of this again. Understood?

AMELIA and FRANKIE exit stage-left and stage-right.
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Scene 8

AMELIA'S FLAT

AMELIA s sat by BABY''s bedside.

Gently (J=60)
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I don’t believe so, Baby. Strong women make tough sacrifices — even at the expense of themselves.
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Strong women must fight together,
for the sake of all womankind.
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Now, come back to bed. It’s time to sleep.
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(BABY closes her eyes to sleep. AMELIA kisses her head and tucks her in.)
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